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This Cert bulletin contains information and guidance about the Airport Certification Safety Program that may be useful to 
people with various interests in your organization.  Please distribute this Cert-Bulletin to those persons.  

Effective immediately, the FAA will use the definition for a runway incursion that has been adopted by the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).  The FAA helped ICAO come up with its definition, which 
was adopted in November 2005. Before that definition was developed, countries around the world used at least 
20 different definitions for a runway incursion. 

Runway Incursion:  Any occurrence at an aerodrome involving the incorrect presence of an aircraft, vehicle or 
person on the protected area of a surface designated for the landing and take-off of aircraft. 

The FAA is making the change so the worldwide aviation community will have a single runway incursion 
definition, which in turn could help in the search to determine common factors that contribute to these incidents.   

There are no more surface incidents dealing with runways.  A vehicle that gets on a runway when there is no 
traffic landing or taking off commits a runway incursion.  An aircraft that takes-off or attempts to takeoff on a 
different runway other than that assigned commits a runway incursion.  The Lexington accident would be 
classified as a runway incursion.  All incidents tracked in the past will continue to be tracked. 

The classification of the most serious kinds of runway incursions, Categories A and B, remains unchanged. 

 

-- From your Certification & Safety Team 




